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May 10, 2002

Patrick Wright, Executive Office
CALTED

1416 Ninth Street, 11® Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: Camments oa 2002 Foosystem Restorgtion Grants Recommenced for
Funding in the Delta Primary Zone

Dear Mr. Wright:

The Deha Protecrion Commission is the State-authorized land use planning agsacy for
the Primary Zone of the Delta. The Commission has planning and Hmted regulatory
authoriry over local government acTions in the Primary Zone. The Commission does net
have authority over State or federal acuons, so these comments are advisory only The
]l Commission has not had the opportunity 1o review the projects proposed for fanding,
hawever, these comments have been discussed and reviewed hy the Commssion's
CALFED Committee and the Chairman of the Coammission.

Ahput 80 applications for fimding of smidies and projects in the Delta were reviewed Dy
CALFED. The CALFED Committee had no commems on studies that are

recommended for fimding; deferred comments on those projects recommenced for further
consideration by CALFED this fall ("consider as 2 directed gerion™) umdl such nme as
the revised applications are submitted; and had no comments an projects not
recommended for funding.

The Commirtee has commemns on the following projects proposed for fundma:

F IO l‘_- A iy8d -1. 18 i
*%3 De}ta_William Lettiz &

Project Deseription: Two year research study 1o map geomorphic Jandforms and
geologic deposits in the North Delta for flocdplain restoration, evaluation of
selective levee breach and planning for serback levee eanstrucrion on the lower

TIVET SYSiEms.

COMMENT: Daa developed skowld be made avgileble at no cost 10 ggencies and
interestzd parties working in the Delta, includirg the Delta Protection Comnussion.
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Resroring Ecosverem Inreprity in the Northwest Delra. Phese 1L Solano Land Trust:
$1,803,223

Project Deserption: This project has three sub-parts.
One task is development of 2 management plan for Wilcox Ranch, which is sursice of
and west of the Legal Delta.

The second task is study of restoring tidal action to the 1,000-acre site owned by
Department of Fish aad Game which includes portions of Calhoun Cut and is bounded to
the north by Barker Slough. This site is in the Primary Zone, east of the Jepsen Praine
Preserve owned and managed by Sclano Land Trust, angd is in public ownership.

COMMENTS: .

o Funding skauld include a complete inventary of all existing habitats end valu= on
the Depertment of Fish and Game site; this task may require additional fundirg.

» Analysis of restaration should describe how proposed restoratian wosld meet
CAILFED Ecosystem Restaration Goals for the North Delta segmznt of the
Sacramento-San Joaguin Deha Eeological Managemsnt Zane for Phase iT (Ter:s

1-7).

The third rask is acquisition of 775 acres of privately-owned land north of Barker
Slaugh/Lindsey Slough (Pembeo) and study of possible relocation of the existing leves in
order to restare porvions of the site to aquatic and fipanan habuai.

= Applicant states acquisition is exempt from CEQA, but future restoration actions
which would retive agricultural land skould be evaluated under CEQA. Sheis
designated PRIME; Williamson Act dma amitted from applicarion.

s "ALFED should condition funds for acquisition sv Iands upland of ary nev
setback levee will be sold to private landowney for permanent apricielzural use with
access ta riparian water, and not sold or transferred 1o a Stme or federal ager.

To further long-term protection of Deha agriculural land, an agriculeral
easement should be associated with the new remnant parcel [Note: Tlzs opfiun is
included in the application].

s Proposed levee sechack project wauld require review and approval from
Reclamation District 2068 and Solana County. Coordination and letters indiceting
pasitions af each should be required by CALFED prior to funding acquisition [PSP
requires "cansistent with County General Plan, or avidence of local governmeni
suppart®]. '

» Applicant skould coordinate with Reclamation District 2060 ta ensure that
appropriate studies that may be required far evaluation af a new sethack levee are
included in this stedy phase (gealogy, soils, flaod canerol, seepage issues, etc). This
task may require additional funding.

o CALFED should require the praject praponents to present the lang-term plan for
lands in the Primary Zune at a public meeting of the Delg Protection Commission.
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MeCormack Willismson Tract Restoration: Wwildlifs-Friendlv Levee Manapement, The
Nature Conservancy: 32,476,835

Project Description: Island is owned by The Nawre Conservancy, funds from CALFED.
Heigitt of eastern levee is restrictad by legal agreement, so Tsland designed 1o floed
befare other nearby isiands. Island within study area of CALFED/DWR Nortk Delta
Tmprovements Project. Island may be floodway and/or tidal habitar restoraten. Eiher
future use requires reconstruction and reconfiguration of tnterior levees o slirvinate
erasion. Pilot project completed in 2001 1o reslope ar 511 and plant. This Aanding would
alow zdditional levee reconstruction work and assomarted planting.

COMMENTS:

» Desien and construction of reconfigured levees should not preclude Jfull analysis of
viable alternatives currently gndey evaluation as part of the North Deliz
Improvements Project The entire North Delta Impravenients Project i1l b=
reviewed by the Delta Protection Cammission

Island Wildlife-Frigndl ing Demonstrarion. Ducks Unlimited: 31,507,459
Project Description; On Staten Tsland, owned by The Nature Conservancy, and purchased

with CALFED ERP funds approved land year, Ducks unlimited will construct small
snrerna] levees 1o allow seasonal flanding of agricultural lands to serve 25 seasonal
habitat. The project includes construciion of a new four-unit pumping facility that will
allow water to stay on the upper portions of the Island for a longer period of ame, and yet
be drained for planting. The pump station would release waters inte South Tork of the
Mokelumne. Finally, the project includes a three-year monitoring project of the
discharge from the flooded areas. Jsland is within study area of CALFED/DWR North
Delta Improvements Project. Island may be used as floodway and will be managed
permanently for wildlife-friendly agriculnrs.

COMMENTEX:

= Design and construction of the new kevees and pump siation shauld not preclude
full analysis of viahle alternatives currently under evaluation as pary of the North
Delta Improvemenits Praject, such as use of Staten Island as a floadwiy or with

_ setback levees. The entire North Delta Improvements Praject will be reviewed by

the Dela Protection Comntission. This comment hos also been submitted by
Department of Water Resources staff,

v Design and constructian of reconfigured levees should support ar be neutral for
agricultere activities on Staten Island as well as seasonal wildlife hkabitar A memo
in that affect was sent to Delta Protection Commission by The Nature Conservancy

staff.

= ainah 5.,,!
X8O  BART, Inc- 51,800,00
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Project Descriotian: The project builds upon experiences along Mokelumne River and
Georgiana Slough protecting more than 11,000 linear feer of bank using wildhire-fziendly
biotechnical techniques and several miles of dal marsh Testeration using specialized
nlarting methods. The methods are "low-tech” and ensi-effective and serve ta protect
levess while at the same time restaring valuable riparian and rida! marsh habitet. Propose
10 contine along Genrgiana Slough and new &ffarts on Sacramentn River (Brannas-
Andrus Island); befow Ric Vista as the base of the Montezuma Hills; near Courtland;
Stezmboat Slough {Grand Island); Surter Slough and Miner Slough (RD 999).

COMRMENTS: Support.
Thank you for the opparmunity to review and comment on the preject proposed for

funding by the CALFED program. We look forward to review an additional group of
projects this fall. Pleass do not hesitate 1o call if you need addwional information abeut

These COmImEnts.

Margit Aramburu
EKECUPT Dhirecror

Sincerely,

Cc: Deha Protection Commissioners I

Dan Castleberry, CALFED ERP Program |

Harry Englebright, Solano County Planning Department
Pam Muick, Sojano Land Trust

Mike Earon, The Nanire Conservancy

Christopher Sasse, Ducks Unlimired

Gwen Enrtweiss, Deparmment of Water Resources



